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LOCATION & CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

YMCA CAMP PINEWOOD 
4230 Obenauf Road 

Twin Lake, MI, 49457 

P (231) 821-2421 

camppinewood@ymcachicago.org 

ABOUT CAMP PINEWOOD 
 
Camp Pinewood is at the southern tip of the Manistee National Forest and is situated on 200 
acres of Pine and Oak forest on the shoreline of Echo Lake.  It was purchased by the YMCA in 
1925 for the sum of $10.00.  The vision of the YMCA of Metro Chicago at that time was to bring 
inner-city youth to a wonderful outdoor facility to give campers a different perspective and 
cultural experience other than life in the city. 
 
In 1929 Camp Pinewood’s Niles Lodge was build at the first Outdoor Center of its kind in North 
America.  Camp Pinewood operated as a summer-only operation for most of its first 86 years 
but in 2001 Camp Pinewood moved from a 4-month season to operating as a year-round facility 
by launching Outdoor 
Environmental Education 
programs, Group Rentals, and 
Weddings. 
 
As the years have gone on, Camp 
Pinewood has continued to evolve 
and change based on community 
needs.  2019 marked the addition 
of a state of the art climbing 
tower, zip line, and high ropes 
course.  Most recently, Camp 
Pinewood expanded its family 
camp offerings. 
 
Every family deserves the Y Camp 
experience! 

Mission Statement 

The YMCA of Metro Chicago is committed to strengthening community by connecting all people to their 

purpose, potential, and each other. 

 

Vision Statement 

YMCA Camp Pinewood fosters a system of personal growth through the facilities, environment and 

staff, developing friendships, strengthening family bonds, and making memories to keep the flame of 

camp burning bright. 
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WHAT IS FAMILY CAMP? 

For years Camp Pinewood operated primarily as a summer camp for youth and teens.  

Countless times we heard families ask the same question - “Can I go to summer 

camp?”  With the expansion of our family camp programs, the answer is now “YES!” 

 

We’ll take care of the food (and the dishes), give you a heated cabin, and provide 

programs for all ages. 

 

Gather the family and head out for a hike on one of our beautiful trails, plunge into 

the lake, conquer the 40-foot climbing tower, hit your mark at archery, or fly down 

the zip line.  Or, if your idea of fun is relaxation, you can take a leisurely stroll among 

the oaks and pines, float around on a canoe, or just enjoy the quiet beauty of the 

Manistee National Forest. 

Families also have access to the ball field for games with friends, old and new. 

In the evenings gather around the table for game night with your whole family, take a 

night hike led by our friendly staff, lay out and gaze through light years of stars, or 

end the day with campfire performances by fellow campers. 

 

TEENS 

We want your teens to participate with your family. We also understand their need 

for independence.  We provide several programs just for teens based on registration. 
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FAMILY CAMP 
A DAY IN THE LIFE... 

 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

 
 Canoeing 
 Archery 
 Fishing 
 Swimming 
 Zip Line 
 40’ Climbing Tower 
 Ropes Course 
 Sling Shot Range 
 Gaga Ball 
 Nature Hikes 
 Group Sports 
 Arts & Crafts 
 Campfires & S’mores 

Time spent at YMCA Camp Pinewood will be the highlight of your family’s summer.   
 
Your family will try new activities and meet other families from the Chicago area. 
Some activities will be scheduled, while others you can drop in whenever is best for you. 
Evening activities include things like campfires and s’mores, ice cream social, talent show/skit night, 
canoe races, and camp-wide capture the flag. 
 
Our dining hall serves three well-balanced meals each day.  Vegetarian, vegan, and gluten free options 
are available.  Please let know of your dietary needs at the time of registration. 
 
You can also visit our camp store where we stock drinks and snacks as well as Camp Pinewood souvenirs 
such as t-shirts, hoodies, stuffed animals, and more!  Forget something at home?  We also carry some 
camping necessities such as toothbrushes and headlamps.  

A TYPICAL DAY AT CAMP 

8:00  Breakfast 

9:30  Activity Session 1 

10:45  Activity Session 2 

12:00  Lunch 

1:00  Open Lakefront Swim 

2:00  Activity Session 3 

3:15  Activity Session 4 

4:30  Activity Session 5 

6:00  Dinner 

7:15  Evening Activities 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE AT 
WWW.YMCACHICAGO.ORG/PINEWOOD 

INCLUSION & DIVERSITY 
 

The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago believes that everyone, 
regardless of ability, race, gender, income, faith, sexual 
orientation, and gender identity has the right to live life to the 
fullest and enjoy the Y’s programs and facilities.  Moreover, the 
principles of diversity, equity, and inclusion inform every aspect 
of our Association - including staff hiring and training, 
strategic planning, program offerings, and more.  We are 
committed to deepening our work in this area to ensure that 
every segment of society feels welcome and supported by the 
Y.  If you require a modification to participate in any of our 
programs, please inform staff at the time of enrollment, and 
make sure to select the request on your enrollment paperwork 
so that a member of our inclusion team can reach out to you. 
 
Questions? Email inclusion@ymcachicago.org. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 - 4 

MAY 26 - 29 

Weekend Stays - 2 Nights 

& 

Week-Long Stays - 5 Nights 

Labor Day Family Camp 

3 Night Stay 

JULY 2 - AUGUST 11 

Memorial Day Family Camp 

3 Night Stay 

 

FAMILY CAMP DATES 

FEES 

LODGING & ACTIVITIES 

 2 Nights 3 Nights 5 Nights 

Standard Cabins $325 $375 $750 

Maple Cabin $400 $500 $950 

Adreani Lodge $1,500 $1,750 $2,500 

Cedar Creek Lodge $750 $950 $1,750 

Great Lakes Lodge $750 $950 $1,750 

Yurt $250 $300 $400 

RV Parking $200 $250 $350 

MEAL PLANS 

5 Night Meal Plan (14 meals) - Sunday Dinner to Friday Breakfast - $112/person 

3 Night Meal Plan (8 meals) - Friday Dinner to Monday Breakfast - $65/person 

2 Night Meal Plan (5 meals) - Friday Dinner to Sunday Breakfast - $45/person 
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Our Standard Cabins sleep up to 6 people 
and offer the most traditional camp 

experience. A wall of windows overlooks 
our pristine property, many of which 

overlook beautiful Echo Lake. Sit on the 
porch and soak in the refreshing pine air of 

western Michigan. Standard cabins have 
twin sized beds and storage for all of your 

things! These cabins utilize a nearby 
bathhouse that is cleaned and sanitized 

multiple times each day.   

 

Our Maple Cabin is a short step up for the 
traditional camp experience. You’ll get all 

the benefits of the standard cabin plus 
ensuite bathrooms.  

LODGING 

STANDARD CABINS 

GREAT LAKES LODGE 
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LODGING 

ADREANI LODGE 

 

Adreani Lodge is a short walk away 
from main camp and is perfect for 

larger groups and families. There 
are two large bunk rooms with twin 

beds and ensuite bathrooms as well 
as a wonderful common area with a 

kitchenette and large porch that 
overlooks the crystal-clear water of 

Echo Lake. A private fire ring is just 
outside and while it is a short walk 

away from main camp, there is a 
parking area just steps away from 

the front door.  
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LODGING 

CEDAR CREEK LODGE 

 

Cedar Creek Lodge sleeps up to 16 
people and gives a true vintage 

camp feel with knotty pine from 
floor to ceiling. There are five 

rooms with twin beds in each and 
ensuite bathrooms. The Cedar 

Creek Lodge is central to the main 
camp area and includes a kitchen, 

relaxing enclosed porch, AC, and a 
private fire ring. While we want you 

to disconnect, if you absolutely 
need it, the Cedar Creek Lodge also 

has Wi-Fi! Just a stone’s throw 
from the main lodge and most 

activities, this is a perfect location 
for multiple families, larger families, 

or friend families!  

Bedroom 1 Bedrooms 4 & 5 

Bedrooms 2 & 3 
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Great Lakes Lodge gives an upgraded 
feel to the traditional camp feeling. 

There are five rooms with twin and 
full beds in each as well as ensuite 

bathrooms. Great Lakes Lodge is 
central to the main camp area and 

includes a kitchen, relaxing front 
porch, AC, and a private fire ring. 

While we want you to disconnect, if 
you absolutely need it, Great Lakes 

also has Wi-Fi! Just a stone’s throw 
from the main lodge and most 

activities, this is a perfect location 
for multiple families, larger families, 

or friend families!  

LODGING 

GREAT LAKES LODGE 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, IS MADE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS. 
Awards are based on the number of people in your household and your total household income.  If interested, fill out the Financial Assistance Application 
and submit it with your camper’s registration form.  The minimum deposit payment for the chosen program is required. 

Rustic Yurt— Sleeps up to 10 guests 

For the most rustic experience we 

have, check out our Yurt! The Yurt 
has twin beds, a private fire ring, 

pump water spigot, and is just a 
short walk to main camp. This is a 
unique experience and shows a true 

passion for getting into an incredible 
outdoor experience. The Yurt is just a 

short walk from a shared bathhouse.  

LODGING 

YURT & RV 

GREAT LAKES LODGE 

RV Camping 

Camp Pinewood has two RV spots available 

to rent in our large athletic field.  There are 
water and electric hookups available, but no 

dumping station.   

Your site will overlook our beautiful athletic 
field.  There is a shared bathhouse just a 

short walk away. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Camp Pinewood has a climbing tower, mid-ropes course, high ropes course, canoeing, 

swimming in the lake, fishing from the dock, archery, hiking and nature walks, slingshot range, 

tie dying, leatherworking, volleyball, gaga ball, and a large athletic field for ball games. 

We also have a Rec Room where you can play board games, ping pong, or carpet ball. 
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GROUNDS 



www.ymcachicago.org/pinewood      13 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Meals:  

Meals are served buffet style in Butler Lodge. Food can be enjoyed in Butler Lodge or in the adjoining picnic area. 

Please check the schedule for meal times and plan to arrive on time as meals are served for one hour. A hot 

beverage bar, as well as fresh whole fruit are available in the dining hall between meals through dinner. Please let us 

know of any dietary restrictions ahead of your visit! 

 

Is there cell phone service or WIFI at Camp? 

There is little to no cell phone service at Camp.  Our hope is that you’ll take some time to unplug while you’re here, 

and soak in all that nature has to offer.  However, when needed, there is WI-FI available at the Butler Lodge dining 

hall. 

 

How do I purchase things in the Camp Store? 

The Camp Store will be open at designated hours each day.  We sell drinks, snacks, souvenirs, and some important 

items you may have left at home such as toothbrushes, flashlights, and headlamps.  The Camp Store accepts cash, 

check, and credit cards (Visa, MC, AmEx.) 

 

Can I bring my own equipment? 

All Camp Pinewood activities will have equipment supplied by Camp Pinewood, however there are some activities 

that you may wish to bring your own.  Guests are welcome to bring their own fishing rods and tackle, however we do 

not permit guests to bring their own watercraft (canoes, paddle boards, kayaks, fishing boats, etc.)  Guests are 

welcome to bring their own long bow or recurve bow for archery, however you must have a way to lock them 

securely up when not at the range, and you are required to follow all Camp Pinewood rules, including only using the 

equipment when an instructor is present.  All broadhead arrows and compound bows are not permitted.  If you have 

questions regarding other pieces of equipment, please email us before your visit! 

 

Are dogs allowed? 

Our beloved furry friends are permitted at camp for an additional fee of $100.  They must be fully vaccinated, 

friendly, and well-behaved.  Dogs must be on leash at all times and are not permitted at activity sites.  Owners are 

responsible to clean up after their dogs both inside and out of the cabins and lodges. 

 

Alcohol / Smoking Policy 

Camp Pinewood does not allow alcohol on site.  Smoking is permitted in designated areas only.   

 

Waterfront Rules:  

Camp Pinewood’s waterfront will be open during designated times throughout each day.  A YMCA lifeguard must be 

on duty for guests to participate in any aquatic activities. If no lifeguard is present, the waterfront is closed and 

guests are asked to enjoy other areas of the camp.  Swimming and canoeing are generally not open at the same 

time so if canoeing is happening, the swimming area will be closed, and vice versa. 

 

Refund Policy 

A $150 non-refundable deposit is due at the time of registration.  Full payment is due 7 days prior to your arrival 

date.  Cancellation refunds will be given for the camp fee minus the deposit up until two weeks prior to arrival.  

There is no fee reduction for late arrivals. 
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